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the cessation of this drain on the manhood and the resources of England, the "packhorse of the war."1 The first move in the alliance of the Whigs and dissatisfied Tories having been apparently successful, the second had now to take place; and so on the 15th of December 1711 the Bill against Occasional Conformity was introduced by Nottingham into the House of Lords, and presently passed both Houses without opposition.2 The action of the Whigs has been excused by Mr. Lecky on the ground that as the Bill had three times been passed by the House of Commons, and as the country had been shown to be on the side of the High !                         Church party, the Lords should not have put
a permanent veto on the measure. But the Whig peers were certainly guided by no such academic constitutionalism, as De Foe among others plainly perceived, and had they been actu-j!                         ated by the modern democratic theories which
I]                         have been ascribed to them,3 they would not have
M                        opposed the Ministry, the House of Commons, and
*j                        the nation in their desire to conclude peace.    The
|                        Bill was one  contrary to  every principle which
I                         Harley  valued, and  it  may  therefore  be  asked
1                        how it came to pass unopposed.    The answer is
I                        obvious.      However   personally   distasteful   this
|                        measure might be to the Lord Treasurer, he did
1 Lord Strafford to Electress Sophia, Stowe MS., p. 224.
2 Parl. Hist.) vi. 1046.            8 Lecky, History of England^ i. 94.